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DEAR EDITOR, Desmoplastic melanoma is an aggressive, deeply
invasive variant of melanoma.
Although the diagnosis is usually suspected in routine sec-
tions, immunohistochemical stains are mandatory to rule out
other spindle cell malignancies.
In this case of desmoplastic melanoma on the face of a
74-year-old man, the immunohistochemical stain with S100
highlights the extraordinarily well-formed dendritic morphol-
ogy of the neoplastic melanocytes, closely resembling ner-
vous tissue (upper panel). Melanocytic dendrites are long,
interlacing and gently wrapped around myocytes of the deep
skeletal muscle layer (lower panel). Despite the well differen-
tiated histological features, the neoplasm is locally very
aggressive.
The magnification of all the figures is 9 200.
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